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2017 EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.18 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
the delivery of the “2017 Emergency Preparedness Report” prepared by the Office of Emergency Management on 
behalf of the State Emergency Management Committee. The report was tabled in the house yesterday. It is 
a statewide assessment of the state’s preparedness for the emergencies we may face. We live in an ever-drying 
climate with increasingly severe weather events that bring, at times, catastrophic events. Every year, our 
emergency and support services ready and equip themselves to prepare for what may come. 

However, there have been times, particularly in recent years, when emergency events have severely tested their 
resolve. They are a dedicated and committed group of people, both paid and volunteer, who work tirelessly in 
times of crisis to protect our communities, but they cannot shoulder the burden alone. We must all work together 
to strengthen our state’s resilience to emergency events. That means communities need to play their part not only 
to prepare for risks they may face, but also to reduce the risks of emergency events occurring. The report found 
that there is a perception among many individuals that the risk they face is low and actions do not need to be taken. 
It is better to look ahead and prepare than to look back and regret. Our focus needs to shift towards taking action 
now to try to reduce our risks, as well as being prepared if they eventuate. This report provides an opportunity to 
engage with our communities and to prepare together. We do not know what this season will throw at us, but we 
do know that we are stronger together. 
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